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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on July 01 , 
2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application cun-ently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 
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3. Claims 1-2,5,16-17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ando (6,879,773) in view of Metz et al (5,768,539). 

Regarding claim 1 and 16, Ando discloses personal versatile recorder (Figs. 14, 
3) for recording any type of data comprising: 

a central processing unit (80); 

a data storage device (50,51 ); 

a connection to a television system for receiving a signal comprising 
television programming and a data transport stream for transmitting streamed 
multimedia files or computer software (column 4, lines 30-60, column 14,lines 10-65); 

wherein said central processing unit selectively records said television 
programming and data from said data transport stream on said data storage device 
(columns 15, lines 65 to column 16, line 30). 

Ando fails to specifically teach that the television system is a cable television 
system and transport stream further having computer software as being recited in 
claims 1 and 16. 

Metz teaches a receiver for receiving transport streams comprising television 
programming, data and software (column 7, lines 25-68, column 10, lines 5-10, column 
42, column 43, lines 1-10, Fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the at to modify Ando with 
Metz by providing the apparatus of Ando with a receiving means as taught by Metz 
for receiving the transport stream, video audio programming from a television cable 
system as an additional signal source for receiving and recording television 
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programming , media files or computer software thereby enhancing the capacity 
apparatus of Ando for receiving , selecting and recording television programming, 
data or computer software from a cable system as additional signal source. 

Regarding claims 2 and 17, Ando as modified with Metz further teaches the 
teaches multimedia files comprise one or more of the following a picture file, a graphics 
file, a video file or an audio file, or any combination thereof (See Ando, column 4, lines 
30-60). 

Regarding claims 5 and 20, Ando as modified with Metz teaches the data of 
software of the data transport stream comprises software executable by said apparatus 
for receiving data of software that excuse a processor for managing the video or audio 
files ( See Metz , column 6 and 42). 

4. Claims 1 -4 ,7, 9, 1 1 , 1 3-1 4, 1 6, 1 7-1 9,22,26, 28-29 and 31 -32 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barton et al (6,233,389) I view of Lowell 
(6,012,086). 

Regarding claim 1 and 16, Barton discloses personal versatile recorder (Figs. 1 
and 7) for recording any type of data comprising: 
a central processing unit (106); 
a data storage device (1 05); 

a connection to a cable television system for receiving a signal comprising 
television programming and a data transport stream for transmitting streamed 
multimedia files or computer software (column 3, lines 30-60); 
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wherein said central processing unit selectively records said television 
progrannming and data from said data transport stream on said data storage device 
(columns 3, line 60 to column 4, line 15). 

Barton fails to specifically teach the transport stream having media files . 

Lowell teach a recording apparatus having means for receiving transmitting 
data steam having media files from cable system and recording media files (column 1, 
column 4, lines 30-65 ,Fig. 1 ) . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
at to modify Baton with Lowell by providing the apparatus of Barton with a receiving 
means as taught by Lowell for receiving the media files and recording the media files 
thereby enhancing the capacity of the apparatus of Barton for additionally recording 
the media files. 

Regarding claims 2 and 17, Barton as modified with Lowell further teaches the 
teaches multimedia files comprise one or more of the following a picture file, a graphics 
file, a video file or an audio file, or any combination thereof (See Lowell , column 4, lines 
30-65). 

Regarding claims 3 and 18, Barton as modified with Lowell further teaches a 
receiving unit for receiving the web page from an internet (Lowell, columns 3, 4). 

Regarding claims 4 and 19, Barton as modified with Lowell further teaches a 
user interface for controlling said central processing unit to selectively record said 
television programming and content from said data transport stream (see Barton 
clumn3, lines 30-60, column 4 line 4-14, Lowell column 6, lines 20-45). 
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Regarding claims 7 and 22, Barton modified with Lowell further teaches an 
audio/video output for connecting said recorder to a television set or monitor for 
outputting programming or data stored on said data storage device to said television set 
or monitor (See Barton Fig. 1, Lowell Fig, 3). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 26, Barton as modified with Lowell further teaches an 
upstream transmitter for transmitting requests for data over said connection (See Lowell 
(column 5, line 60 to column 6, line 20). 

Regarding claims 13,28 and 32, Barton as modified with Lowell further teaches 
an agent application executed by said central processing unit for identifying and 
recording or caching data from said data transport stream or television programming 
that matches parameters input by a user (See Lowell (Fig. 5, column 6, lines 20-45, 
Barton column 11, lines 25-40), 

Regarding claims 14 and 29, Barton as modified with Lowell further comprising 
generating a multimedia e-mail file or message with said personal versatile recorder 
(Lowell, column 5, lines 30-60). 

Regarding claims 5 and 20, Barton a modified with Lowell further teaches the 
data of software of the data transport stream comprises software executable by said 
central processing unit to enable said central processing unit to manage and open any 
type of multimedia data file or manage any type of data stream as recited in the claims 
(See Lowell column 4, lines 45-65, column 5 lines 10-20). 

Regarding claims 6 and 21, Barton as modified with Powell further teaches use 
of a hard drive for storing the data (See Lowell column 7, lines 1-5, Barton , Fig. 1 ). 
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5. Claims 8-10, 23-25 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Barton et al in view of Lowell as applied to claims 1 and 16 above 
further in view of Lortz (6,349,410). 

Regarding claims 8 and 23, Barton as modified with Lowell as modified with L 
further teach that the recorder is integrated with a set top box (See Barton Fig. 1 , . 
Lortz teaches a recorder integrated with a set top box (column 7, Fig. 1). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Barton with Lortz by 
using the teaching of Lortz for integrating the recorder with a set top box thereby 
providing more convenience to the user In handling recording the selected video and 
audio data. 

Regarding claims 9,10, 24 and 25, Barton as modified with Lowell and Lortz 
further teaches using a first tuner and a second tuner (See Baton column 1, line s30- 
55). 

Regarding claim 39, Barton as modified with Lowell and Lortz further teaches 
decreasing traffic on a network carrying said television programming, streamed audio 
visual content, multimedia file or software by caching data on said personal versatile 
recorder (see Lortz column 8, lines 1 -10). 
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6. Claims 1 5 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Barton et al In view of Lowell as applied to claims 1 and 16 above further in view 
of Tomitsuka et al (5,566,271 ). 

Regarding claims 15 and 30, Barton fails to teach verbally inputting parameters 
or commands to applications running on said central processing unit with a voice 
recognition system. 

Tomitsuka teaches an apparatus a voice system for verbally input parameter 
or command to applications running on said central processing unit (Abstract, column 
14). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Barton with 
Tomitsuka by providing the recorder of Barton with a voice recognition system as 
taught by Tomitsuka in order to enhance capacity of the apparatus Barton apparatus to 
provide more convenience the user in operating the apparatus . 

7. Claims 31 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Barton et al in view of Lowell as applied to claims 1 and 1 6 above further in 
view of Tsukidate (6,71 4,722). 

Regarding claims 31 and 41, Barton as modified with Lowell fails to teach a 

* 

content rights management system that prevents or limits recording or copying of data 
stored on said data storage device. 

Tsukidate teaches a multimedia recorder having a copy management system 
that limits recoding copy (column 10) . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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skill in the art to modify Barton as modified with Lowell with Tsukidate by providing the 
apparatus of Barton with a copy management system thereby enhancing the capacity 
of the apparatus of Barton to prevent unauthorized person from copy of the stored 
data . 

8. Claims 40 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Barton et al in view of Lowell as applied to claims 1 and 16 above further in view 
of Kunnkel (5,961 ,603). 

Regarding claims 40 and 42, Barton fails to teaches using universal resource 
locator for accessing the television programming and transmitting advertising to said 
personal video recorder in said composite signal, wherein said advertising is targeted to 
said recorder based on demographic or preferences associated with a user of said 
recorder. 

Kunnkel teaches apparatus having a mean for accessing television 
programming by using a universal resource locator in a composite signal and for 
receiving unit for receiving advertising bases ion demographic (Abstract .column 5, 
lines 1-25, column 12, lines 45 to column 13, line 35). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Barton 
with Kunnkel by using a receiving means as taught by Kunnkel with the apparatus of 
Barton for receiving television programming and using URL for accessing the 
television programming to receive the advertising from internet source, thereby 
enhancing the capacity of the apparatus of Barton . 
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9. Claims 12 and 27 are is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Barton et al in view of Lowell as applied to claim 1 and 16 above , further in view 
of Stone (JP407093891 A). 

Regarding claims 12 and 27, Barton as modified with Lowell fails to teach 
compression means for compression the data by user . 

Stone teaches an apparatus having a compression means for compressing 
video data by using a user interface . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Barton with Stone by providing the apparatus of Barton with a 
compression means as taught by Stone for compressing the data in order to 
compensate the fidelity of the data . 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments with respect to amended claims have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7378. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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